
A Notice to Residents and Parents of Students Attending School in Bernardsville 

  

The Bernardsville Police Department is keenly aware of the recent public concern demonstrated 

as the result of the horrific school shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in 

Parkland Florida last week. The purpose of this notice is to advise you that the Bernardsville 

Police Department works closely with both the public and private schools in Bernardsville 

regarding school security and safety issues on a daily basis. Also, we are informing you that in 

light of the incident last week in Florida, Police Chief Kevin Valentine and Bernardsville Mayor 

Kevin Sooy met with officials from the Somerset Hills School District.  

  

The purpose of this meeting was to discuss school security and the extra steps being taken 

immediately to enhance safety and security at all of our public and private schools.  There will be 

an increased police presence at our schools over the next few weeks both in and around the 

schools. The purpose of this action is to intensify current security efforts and alleviate concerns 

raised regarding this matter over the past few days. We feel this action is prudent given the 

public concern that this incident has generated. BE ASSURED THERE IS NO SPECIFIC 

THREAT RELATED TO ANY OF THE SCHOOLS IN BERNARDSVILLE AT THIS TIME. 

This action is merely precautionary and deemed appropriate to the current circumstances.  The 

Bernardsville Police Department already patrols the interior and exterior of all of our schools on 

a frequent basis. This new action simply facilitates an intensification of procedures already in 

place and is non-intrusive in nature.   As part of this initiative the Bernardsville Police 

Department has invited the surrounding Police Departments of Bedminster Twp., Far Hills, and 

Peapack Gladstone to assist with this initiative in our public schools. All three towns send 

students to the public schools located in Bernardsville and have a collective interest in safety and 

security issues related to our public schools.  

  

Be assured that the Bernardsville Police Department works closely with all of our schools 

regarding school safety and security initiatives. We coordinate planning, develop procedures, 

conduct security assessments, identify resources and review best practices in an effort to secure 

our schools and make our schools safe.  Additionally, members of the Bernardsville Police 

Department receive the appropriate training and possess the resources and equipment to deal 

with school emergencies. An excellent working relationship exists with the administration of all 

of the schools located in Bernardsville and the surrounding law enforcement agencies. Looking 

to the future, we will continue working together to evaluate and refine our existing policies and 

procedures regarding school safety and security as needed. We encourage you to share your 

thoughts and suggestions with us via email to police@bernardsvillepd.org and with your school 

officials. 

  

The safety and security of our schools always has been, and remains the collective responsibility 

of the entire community. Parents, students, teachers, staff and community members all play an 

important role in this matter.  Paramount among those responsibilities is the requirement to speak 

up if you hear or learn of anything that threatens the safety and security of our schools. IF YOU 

SEE SOMETHING SAY SOMETHING!   

 

mailto:police@bernardsvillepd.org

